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Photo  1:  Roosevelt  County  Landscape 


Roosevelt  County,  through  this  document,  is  requesting  to  enter  into  a  cooperative 
agreement  with  the  State  of  Montana  to  better  meet  Roosevelt  County's  fire  pro- 
tection responsibilities. 
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I.  GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  ROOSEVELT  COUNTY 

Roosevelt  County  encompasses  1,526,400  acres  of  tribal,  private,  State 
and  Federal  lands  in  the  lower  Missouri  River  drainage  in  northeastern 
Montana.  The  Missouri  River  flows  from  west  to  east  along  the  entire 
south  boundary  of  the  county. 

Wolf  Point,  the  county  seat  is  situated  in  the  southwestern  portion  of 
the  county.  All  of  Roosevelt  County  lying  west  of  Big  Muddy  Creek  is 
within  the  boundary  of  the  Fort  Peck  Indian  Reservation,  amounting  to 
almost  74%  of  the  total  lands  in  the  county. 

The  Burlington  Northern  Railroad  and  Highway  2  traverse  the  county  from 
east  to  west  passing  through  the  communities  of  Bainville,  Culbertson, 
Brockton,  Poplar,  and  Wolf  Point.  A  spur  line  of  the  Burlington  Northern 
Railroad  extends  north  from  Bainville  serving  McCabe  and  Froid  before 
entering  Sheridan  County.  The  Poplar  River  flows  south  through  the 
county  and  enters  the  Missouri  River  at  Poplar. 


TABLE 

1: 

LAND 

OWNERSHIP  IN  ROOSEVELT 

COUNTY  ( 

;CB  &  FCD) 

Land  Ownership 

Acres 

Percer 

itage  of  Total 

Tribal 

553,000 

36.2 

Private 

947,388 

62.1 

State 

20,386 

1.3 

Federal 

TOTAL 

5,626 
1,526,400 

.4 
100.0 

See  Map 

#1 

,  Page 

6. 

Wolf  Point,  Poplar,  and  Culbertson  are  the  population  centers  of  Roosevelt 
County.  There  are  also  several  small  communities  within  the  county. 

TABLE  2:  RURAL  AND  URBAN  POPULATION  OF  ROOSEVELT  COUNTY— 1970  (MCE,  1970) 

Population 

Wolf  Point  3,095 

Poplar  1,389 

Culbertson  821 

Froid  330 

Bainville  217 

Rural  (Including  Brockton  and  McCabe)       4,513 

COUNTY  TOTAL         10,365 

Population  Density: 

Total  County  -  Approximately  4.3  people/square  mile. 
County  Rural  -  Approximately  1.9  people/square  mile. 
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Approximately  96%  of  the  land  in  Roosevelt  County  is  used  for  the  pro- 
duction of  crops  and  livestock.  A  majority  of  the  cropland  is  devoted 
to  the  production  of  grain,  while  the  rangeland  provides  forage  for  the 
livestock  industry.  These  lands  are  disbursed  throughout  the  county. 

Woodlands  are  located  along  the  Missouri  River  and  other  lesser  drainages 

in  the  county.  These  lands  are  stocked  primarily  with  Cottonwood, 

American  Elm,  and  Green  Ash  and  are  not  commercially  valuable  at  this 

time.  Grazing  is  the  principal  use  of  these  woodlands. 

The  elevation  in  Roosevelt  County  varies  less  than  1,000  feet,  from  a 
low  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  county  of  less  than  2,000  feet  to 
a  high  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  less  than  3,000  feet. 

TABLE  3:  LAND  USE  CLASSIFICATION  OF  ROOSEVELT  COUNTY  (CB  &  FCD) 


Land  Use 

Acres 

Percentage  of  Total 

Cropland 

731,915 

48.5 

Rangeland 

722,902 

48.0 

Pasture  and  Hayland 

20,090 

1.3 

Woodland 

8,745 

.6 

Other 

20,354 

1.4 

Small  Water 

2,768 

.2 

TOTAL 

1,506,774 

100.0 

See  Map  #4,  Page  9. 
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II.   FIRE  HISTORY  AND  WEATHER  PATTERNS 

%        A.   FIRE  HISTORY 

Fire  history  data  has  not  been  accurately  recorded  over  the  years. 
The  data  in  Table  4  includes  the  best  estimates  available.  Like  most 
of  the  counties  in  eastern  Montana,  the  greatest  number  of  fires  occur 
in  the  spring  prior  to  vegetation  green-up  and  during  the  late  summer 
through  mid-fall  after  fuels  cure. 

The  majority  of  the  fires  in  the  county  occur  along  the  Burlington 
Northern  railroad  right-of-way.  The  number  two  fire  ignitor  is  listed 
as  smokers.  Most  of  these  type  fires  start  adjacent  to  highway 
rights-of-way. 

TABLE  4:  RURAL  FIRE  HISTORY  OF  ROOSEVELT  COUNTY  (RCFPO,  1978) 

Average  number  of  fires  per  year  188 

Average  fire  size  21  acres 

Average  number  of  lightning-caused 

fires  per  year  16 

Months  of  most  lightning  activity  June-August 

^  Average  number  of  man-caused  fires 

W  per  year  172 

Three  top  man-caused  ignitors  (1)  Railroad 

44  per  year 

(2)  Smokers 

39  per  year 

(3)  Equipment 
20  per  year 

Most  active  months  of  man-caused  fires  April,  July-September 

Length  of  fire  season  All  Year 

Average  area  burned  each  year  3,240  acres 
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B.  WEATHER  PATTERNS 

Roosevelt  County's  climate  is  characterized  by  cold  winters,  warm 
summers,  and  wide  ranges  in  annual  temperature  with  the  wettest 
segment  of  the  year  occurring  during  the  warm  months.  Precipitation 
averages  13-14  inches  per  year,  with  almost  80%  of  the  average  annual 
precipitation  falling  during  the  April  1  -  September  30  growing 
season.  Thunderstorms  are  frequent  during  the  summer  growing  season. 
Lightning  ignited  fires  occur  at  random  throughout  the  county  as  these 
thunderstorms  pass  through  the  county  from  west  to  east. 

\Jery   windy  conditions  occur  during  the  spring  and  fall  months.  Fuels 
are  \/ery   dry  and  flashy  during  these  same  periods,  creating  the 
potential  for  large  fires  due  to  rapid  spread. 


TABLE  5:  WEATHER  DATA,  CULBERTSON,  MONTANA 
THIRTY  YEAR  AVERAGES,  1941-1970  (CB  &  FCD) 


Month 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
YEAR 


Average 
Temperature  (  F) 

Precip 

Average 
itation  (Inches) 

8.6 

0.47 

14.6 

0.34 

25.1 

0.43 

42.6 

1.27 

53.9 

1.96 

62.3 

3.34 

69.5 

1.95 

68.0 

1.66 

56.1 

1.18 

45.2 

0.75 

28.1 

0.46 

15.8 

0.37 

40.8 


14.18 
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III.   CURRENT  FIRE  HAZARDS  AND  RISKS  AND  VALUES  AT  RISK 

A.  FIRE  HAZARDS 

A  fire  hazard  is  a  fuel  situation.  Hazards,  or  fuels,  are  grouped 
according  to  kind,  arrangement,  volume,  condition  and  location  in 
relationship  to  threat  of  ignition  and  suppression  difficulty.  The 
basic  fuel  categories  are  shown  in  Table  6,  page   ,  and  Map  #4,  page 


Photo  2:  Rangeland 


1 .  Rangeland  Fire  Hazards 

Rangeland  fuels  are  made  up  of  a  combination  of  native  grasses, 
forbs  and  shrubs.  These  light  fuels  are  very   responsive  to 
daily  and  hourly  changes  in  moisture,  temperature  and  relative 
humidity,  and  wind.  These  fuels  present  a  fire  hazard  during 
the  early  spring,  prior  to  spring  green-up,  when  cured  range- 
land  fuels  will  readily  ignite  and  fire  will  spread  rapidly  with 
the  normally  expected  early  season  winds.  The  curing  of  fuels 
from  mid-summer  through  mid-fall  provides  ideal  conditions  for 
fast  moving  fires  and  have  produced  large,  rapid  spreading  fires 
late  in  the  fall.  A  range  fire  in  1967  burned  into  the  town  of 
Oswego  and  destroyed  a  large  portion  of  the  buildings  in  that 
small  community. 
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Photo  3:   Cropland 

2.  Cropland  Fire  Hazards 

Dryland  crops  such  as  wheat  and  barley  present  a  seasonal  fire 
hazard.   Fires  starting  in  ripe  grain  fields  or  stubble  can 
spread  rapidly  under  the  right  weather  and  fuel  conditions. 

Grain  is  produced  under  an  alternate  crop-fallow  system.   Fallow 
areas  provide  extensive  fuel  breaks  throughout  the  county. 


Photo  4:  Woodland 

3.  Woodland  Fire  Hazards 

The  woodland  fuel  type  consists  mainly  of  cottonwood  forests 
located  along  the  Missouri  River  bottom  and  along  other  minor 
river  drainages.  These  fuels  are  not  highly  combustible  and 
fires  usually  exhibit  a  slow  rate  of  spread. 
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TABLE  6:  GENERAL  FIRE  HAZARD  RATINGS  OF  ROOSEVELT  COUNTY 


Value  at 

Risk  of 

Difficulty  of 

Length  of 

Hazard  Category 

Risk 

Ignition 
Mod. -High 

Suppression 
Low 

Season 

Rangeland 

Medium 

Medium 

Cropland 

High 

Mod. -High 

Moderate 

Short 

Woodland 

Low 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Medium 

B.   FIRE  RISKS 

A  fire  risk  is  an  ignitor;  something  that  starts  a  fire. 

Fire  records  indicate  that  most  fires  in  Roosevelt  County  are  man-caused, 
Ignitors  in  order  of  significance  are:  railroad,  smoker,  equipment, 
arson  and  debris  burning. 


VALUES  AT  RISK  FROM  FIRE 


"■-  ■■ 
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Photo  5:  Value  at  Risk  -  Rural  Structure 
1 .  Structural  Values  at  Risk 

The  density  of  structures  in  the  rural  areas  of  Roosevelt  County 
is  generally  low.  Most  structures  consist  of  farm  and  ranch 
dwellings  and  associated  buildings  such  as  barns,  graineries, 
shops  and  corrals.  These  structures  and  their  contents  are  of 
high  value  to  the  owner  and  can  be  threatened  by  large,  fast 
moving  fires. 
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Photo  6:  Value  at  Risk--Cropland 

2.  Cropland  Values  at  Risk 

Cultivated  croplands  are  distributed  throughout  most  of  Roosevelt 
County.  The  value  of  the  crops  produced  on  this  land  place  this 
land  high  in  protection  priorities.   Ironically,  the  greatest  period 
of  threat  from  fire  is  during  the  harvest  season  when  mechanized 
equipment  is  operating  in  the  cured  fields. 


Z^mtZf&'i*-'  '**y4 


Photo  7:  Values  at  Risk—Livestock  and  Grazing 

3.  Livestock  and  Grazing  Values  at  Risk 

Livestock  and  associated  forage  needs  represent  a  significant  value 
at  risk.  The  threat  of  a  major  range  fire  and  the  consequent  loss 
of  valuable  forage  is  a  constant  threat.  Loss  of  stacked  hay  to  fire, 
often  lightning  ignited,  occurs  periodically.  Protection  of  the 
livestock  and  grazing  resource  in  Roosevelt  County  is  of  high  priority. 
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Photo  8:  Values  at  Risk—Industrial 


4.   Industrial  Values  at  Risk 

Industry  comprises  a  small  segment  of  the  economy  in  Roosevelt 
County.  Industrial  values  to  consider  include  oil  and  gas  ex- 
ploration and  pumping  equipment,  communications  relay  equipment, 
and  electric  and  telephone  lines  that  serve  rural  areas.  Damage 
to  this  equipment  would  create  an  inconvenience  and  an  expensive 
replacement  cost. 


5.  Recreational,  Historical  and  Wildlife  Values  at  Risk 

Outdoor  recreation  in  Roosevelt  County  is  primarily  geared  to 
undeveloped,  dispersed  use  activities  such  as  hunting  and  fishing 
Hunting  by  non-Indians  is  restricted  within  the  Fort  Peck  Indian 
Reservation.  Most  hunting  activity  by  non-Indians  is  in  the 
eastern  one-third  of  the  county. 

Campgrounds,  highway  rest  stops,  fishing  access  sites  and 
designated  points  of  interest  are  examples  of  public  attractions 
that  represent  values  at  risk. 

A  large,  severe  wildfire  could  have  a  short  term  adverse  effect 
on  the  recreational,  aesthetic  and  wildlife  resources. 
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IV.  CURRENT  FIREFIGHTING  CAPABILITY  OF  ROOSEVELT  COUNTY 
A.  ORGANIZATION 
1 .  Structural 

(a)  Wolf  Point,  Poplar,  Culbertson,  Bainville,  and  Froid  each 
have  city  fire  departments  that  are  responsible  for  structural 
fire  protection  within  their  respective  city  limits. 

(b)  The  following  rural  and  volunteer  fire  departments  provide 
structural  protection  within  their  areas  of  responsibility: 

1.  Wolf  Point  Fire  Department 

2.  Poplar  Fire  Department 

3.  Brockton  Rural  Fire  Department 

4.  Bainville  Rural  Fire  District  #64 

5.  Froid  Volunteer  Fire  Department 

6.  Culbertson  Fire  Department 

2.  Wildland 

(a)  Privately  Owned  Lands  (947,388  acres) 

Each  of  the  rural  and  volunteer  fire  departments  in  Roosevelt 
County  provide  protection  to  private  lands  and  receive  rural 
fire  protection  funding  from  the  county.  Each  department  has 
a  minimum  of  one  heavy  tanker  for  rural  protection  and  initial 
attack  response  is  provided  upon  call,  with  assistance  from 
adjacent  fire  departments  upon  request.   In  instances  of  very 
large  fires  several  departments  will  respond  as  needed. 

(b)  State  Owned  Lands  (20,386  acres) 

The  State  delegates  the  responsibility  for  wildland  fire 
protection  on  State  owned  lands  to  the  lessee  of  the  State 
land.  A  cooperative  fire  control  agreement  between  Roosevelt 
County  and  the  State  of  Montana  would  aid  the  lessees  of  State 
owned  land  in  the  county  in  improving  the  basic  level  of  fire 
protection  to  the  resources  on  those  lands. 

(c)  Fort  Peck  Indian  Reservation  (533,000  acres) 

The  Fort  Peck  tribe  is  responsible  for  the  protection  of  Tribal 
and  Individual  Indian  Deeded  lands  within  the  Fort  Peck  Indian 
Reservation.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  personnel  and  equipment 
are  headquartered  at  Poplar. 

(d)  Federally  Owned  Lands  (5,626  acres) 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  provides  fire  protection  to  the 
lands  under  its  administration  in  the  county. 
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TABLE  7:  WILDLAND  FIRE  PROTECTION  RESPONSIBILITY  IN  ROOSEVELT  COUNTY 


Protection  Agency 


Acres  of  Protection 


Roosevelt  County  Rural  Fire  Departments   Private    947,388 

State      20,386 


Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 

TOTAL 


533,000 
5,626 
1,526,400  Acres 


B.  TRAINING 


The  Wolf  Point,  Poplar,  Froid,  and  Culbertson  Rural  Fire  Departments 
conduct  regular  fire  training  sessions  each  month.  Volunteers  from 
Bainville  and  Brockton  hold  training  sessions  on  an  irregular  basis. 
Structure  firefighter  training  programs  are  available  through  the 
State  Fire  Academy. 

As  part  of  the  cooperative  fire  control  agreement,  wildland  fire 
training  assistance  would  be  available  through  the  State  Division 
of  Forestry. 


Photo  9:  Example  of  Roosevelt  County  Fire  Equipment 
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C.  FIRE  PREVENTION 

Fire  prevention  activities  are  being  conducted  in  Roosevelt  County  as 
follows: 

1 .  Educational  Measures 

Schools  in  several  Roosevelt  County  communities  annually  participate 
in  the  Keep  Montana  Green  Fire  Prevention  Poster  Contest. 

2.  Law  Enforcement 

State  law  28-630,  R.C.M.,  authorizes  the  county  governing  board  to 
issue  burning  permits.  This  authority  is  exercised  by  Roosevelt 
County.  The  County  Sheriff's  office  is  in  charge  of  burning  permit 
administration. 

3.  Fuels  Engineering 

Firebreaks  are  occasionally  constructed  in  Roosevelt  County  by 
private  landowners.  No  estimate  is  available  on  miles  of  breaks 
constructed. 

D.  DETECTION,  REPORTING  AND  COMMUNICATIONS 

The  primary  means  of  fire  detection  is  direct  observation  by  local  residents 
These  people  are  very   fire  conscious  and  promptly  report  fires  to  the 
local  rural  fire  department  or  to  the  Sheriff's  office. 

All  of  the  fire  departments  in  the  county,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Froid  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  have  two-way  radios  that  are  on  the 
law  enforcement  frequency  of  39.82  mc.  Froid  has  one  fire  truck  equipped 
with  a  citizens  band  radio.  Poplar  has  a  working  agreement  to  use  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  portable  radios  when  being  assisted  by  the  Bureau. 
Communications  is  generally  good  throughout  most  of  the  county. 

E.  PRESUPPRESSION 

1 .  Transportation  Systems 

Road  systems  are  shown  on  Map  #2,  page  7.  All  of  the  county  is 
accessible  by  four-wheel  drive  vehicle.  The  Wolf  Point  Municipal 
Airport  is  an  all  season  landing  strip  located  southeast  of  Wolf 
Point. 
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2.  Equipment  Available 

(a)  Wolf  Point  Fire  Department 

1  -  740  gallon  tanker 
1  -  1,000  gallon  tanker 
1  -  1,200  gallon  tanker 

(b)  Poplar  Fire  Department 

1  -  750  gallon  tanker 
1  -  1 ,000  gallon  tanker 

(c)  Brockton  Rural  Fire  Department 
1  -  750  gallon  tanker 

(d)  Bainville  Rural  Fire  District  #64 

1  -  600  gallon  tanker 
1  -  1 ,200  gallon  tanker 

(e)  Froid  Volunteer  Fire  Department 

1  -  700  gallon  tanker 
1  -  1,000  gallon  tanker 

1  -  1 ,300  gallon  tanker 

(f )  Culbertson  Fire  Department 

2  -  1,000  gallon  tankers 

(g)  Roosevelt  County 

9  -  patrols 

2  -  water  tankers  (one  5,000  gallon  and  one  3,000  gallon) 
1  -  D-7  and  2  -  D-8  dozers 

3  -  loaders  ( two  rubber  tired  and  one  track) 

1  -  lowboy 

2  -  small  trailers 

(h)  Private 

A  variety  of  privately  owned  equipment  suitable  for  fireline 
construction  is  available  locally  if  needed. 

3.  Manpower  Available 

Wolf  Point  Fire  Department  -  19  men 
Poplar  Fire  Department  -  20  men 
Brockton  Rural  Fire  Department  -  5  men 
(Anderson  Beam  -  5  men) 
Bainville  Rural  Fire  District  #64  -  28  men 
Froid  Volunteer  Fire  Department  -  20  men 
Culbertson  fire  department  -  28  men 
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F.  SUPPRESSION 

1 .  Dispatching  and  Initial  Attack 

Fire  reports  are  made  to  the  appropriate  local  volunteer  fire 
department. 

2.  Coordination  and  Support 

The  Sheriff  is  the  County  Firewarden.  If  a  volunteer  fire  department 
is  unable  to  satisfactorily  suppress  a  fire,  they  are  able  to  radio 
the  Roosevelt  County  Sheriff's  Office  for  assistance  from  an  adjoininn 
department.  The  fire  departments  throughout  the  county  have  unwritten 
agreements  to  assist  one  another  upon  request. 

3.  Cooperative  Agreements  and  Mutual  Aid  Assistance 

(a)  Adjacent  Counties 

The  Roosevelt  County  Commissioners  have  entered  into  a  formal 
Mutual  Aid  Agreement  with  McCone  County  and  informal  agreements 
with  Daniels  and  Valley  Counties. 

(b)  Rural  Fire  Board 

A  Rural  Fire  Board  made  up  of  all  rural  fire  protection  organi- 
zations in  the  county  holds  a  monthly  meeting  to  discuss  ways 
to  improve  the  fire  organizations  in  Roosevelt  County. 

(c)  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

There  is  no  formal  mutual  aid  agreement  between  the  Fort  Peck 
Indian  Reservation  and  Roosevelt  County  at  this  time.  Cooper- 
ation between  the  Bureau  and  the  county  fire  organization  is 
good. 

1.   FUNDING 

1.  County  Funds  ($15,000) 

Roosevelt  County  collects  $15,000  per  year  for  rural  fire  protection. 
This  money  is  divided  equally  among  the  six  rural  fire  departments 
in  the  county. 

2.  Volunteer  Efforts 

There  are  approximately  120  Volunteer  Firemen  on  Fire  Department 
rosters  in  Roosevelt  County.  There  are  also  41  District  Fire  Chiefs 
from  throughout  the  county  who  cooperate  with  the  Roosevelt  County 
Firewarden  in  distributing  burning  permits.  It  is  difficult  to 
place  a  dollar  value  on  the  time  spent  by  volunteers  in  training, 
attending  meetings  and  fighting  fire.  Many  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  donated  time  is  invested  each  year  by  those  involved  in 
firefighting  services  in  Roosevelt  County. 
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V.   PROTECTION  NEEDS 

A.  ORGANIZATION  AND  PLANNING 

The  County  working  with  the  State  should: 

1.  Enter  into  a  cooperative  fire  control  agreement  with  the  State  of 
Montana.  This  action  will  enable  Roosevelt  County  to  supplement 
and  improve  its  fire  protection  of  State  and  private  natural 
resources  within  the  County  area  of  responsibility. 

2.  Develop  a  State-County  annual  operating  plan.  This  would  identify 
manpower,  equipment  needs,  proposed  equipment  locations,  areas  of 
responsibility,  communications  procedures,  and  the  necessary 
organizational  structure. 

B.  TRAINING 

The  County  working  with  the  State  should: 

1.  Provide  basic  wildland  fire  training  to  volunteers  as  outlined 
in  the  annual  operating  plan. 

2.  Provide  equipment  operation  training  to  volunteers,  particularly 
to  users  of  State  loaned  equipment. 

3.  Identify  specific  training  needs  that  may  be  beneficial  to  vol- 
unteers and  assist  in  filling  these  needs. 

C.  FIRE  PREVENTION 

The  County  working  with  the  State  should: 

1.  Coordinate  prevention  efforts  as  identified  in  the  annual  operating 
plan. 

2.  Develop  public  awareness  of  fire  danger  through  news  media  exposure. 

3.  Promote  fire  prevention  programs  in  local  schools,  including 
participation  in  the  Keep  Montana  Green  Poster  Contest. 

4.  Coordinate  County  fire  closure  requests,  as  needed. 

D.  DETECTION,  REPORTING  AND  COMMUNICATIONS 
The  County  working  with  the  State  should: 

1.  Increase  the  number  of  mobile  radios  so  that  all  regularly  dispatched 
firefighting  vehicles  are  radio  equipped. 

2.  Identify  specific  problems  and  needs  and  list  them  in  the  annual 
operating  plan  to  assist  the  County  in  solving  these  problems. 
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E.  PRESUPPRESSION 

1 .  Equipment 

An  analysis  of  the  available  information  indicates  that  the  State 
of  Montana  should  provide  to  Roosevelt  County  the  following 
equipment: 

(a)  10  -  Initial  attack  tankers.  These  tankers  should  be  four 
wheel  drive  trucks  with  200  gallon  tanks,  fire  pumps  and 
tool  complements. 

8  -  Five  man  tool  units. 

2.  Manpower 

Additional  volunteer  firemen  should  be  recruited  to  increase  the 
forces  in  the  Brockton  Rural  Fire  Department.  The  rest  of  the  rural 
fire  departments  appear  to  be  adequately  manned. 

F.  SUPPRESSION 

1 .  Dispatching  and  Initial  Attack 

Placing  light  tankers  with  existing  volunteer  fire  departments  will 
improve  initial  attack  response  time  and  efficiency.  The  county 
should  also  consider  placement  of  light  tankers  at  Mineral  Bench 
and  Anderson  to  further  improve  initial  attack  capability. 

2.  Cooperative  Agreements 

A  cooperative  fire  control  agreement  between  Roosevelt  County  and 
the  State  of  Montana  will  enable  the  county  to  receive  assistance 
in  organization  and  planning,  equipment  procurement,  wildfire  control 
training  and  fire  prevention  efforts.  In  addition,  the  county  will 
receive  State  support,  if  needed,  in  a  fire  emergency  situation. 
The  State  will  benefit  by  receiving  protection  on  the  20,386  acres 
of  State  land,  and  the  947,388  acres  of  private  lands. 
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'ROPOSLD  FISCAL  PLAN 


The  proposed  fiscal  plan  for  the  State-County  cooperative  fire  program  is 
summarized  in  tables  8,  9  and  10.  Detailed  and  itemized  expenditures  will 
be  outlined  in  the  annual  operating  plan.  Roosevelt  County's  expenditures 
are  based  on  current  operating  levels  and  anticipated  cost  increases. 
They  include  volunteer  efforts  of  local  fire  forces.  State  expenditures 
are  based  on  the  needs  that  this  plan  indicates  as  necessary  for  the  State 
to  cooperate  in  a  fire  control  program. 

TABLE  8:   ROOSEVELT  COUNTY'S  EXPENDITURES 
IN  A  COOPERATIVE  FIRE  CONTROL  PROGRAM* 


Fire  Organization  &  Planning 
Wildland  Fire  Training 
Wildland  Fire  Suppression 
Wildland  Fire  Equipment 
Fire  Prevention 
Fire  Detection  &  Reporting 
Other  Costs 

TOTAL 


First  Year 

Second  Year 

Continuous 

$  1,971 

$  1 ,404 

$  1  ,677 

14,730 

15,760 

17,065 

43,950 

43,950 

43,950 

23,400 

24,750 

4,500 

2,483 

2,565 

2,279 

506 

506 

506 

2,000 

2,000 

2,000 

$89,040 


$90,935 


$71,977 


TABLE  9:  STATE  OF  MONTANA'S  EXPENDITURES 
IN  A  COOPERATIVE  FIRE  CONTROL  PROGRAM* 


First  Year 

Second  Year 

Continuous 

Salaries  and  Wages 

$14,022 

$14,583 

$15,166 

Contracted  Services 

620 

1,120 

1,120 

Supplies  &  Materials 

3,600 

3,800 

3,000 

Communications  &  Trans 

portation 

50 

50 

50 

Uti 1 ities 

100 

100 

100 

Travel 

1  ,020 

1  ,060 

660 

Repairs  &  Maintenance 

3,000 

3,500 

1  ,000 

Capi  La  1 

16,500 

16,500 

3,300 

TOTAL 


$38,912 


$40,713 


$24,396 


TABLE  10:   COMBINED  STATE  AND  COUNTY  EXPENDITURES* 

First  Year  Second  Year 

Roosevelt  County                $  89,040  $  90,935 

State  of  Montana                 38,912  40,713 

TOTAL         $127,952  $131,648 


Continuous 
$71,977 
24,396 
$96,373 


*These  figures  would  need  to  be  adjusted  annually  due  to  increases  caused  by 
inflation,  etc. 
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